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                             Senator Tim Johnson,
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                             Representative Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
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                             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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Contact:                              Julianne Fisher, 202-224-1638 
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                             Betsy Hart, 202-226-8555
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Johnson,                              Herseth Sandlin Introduce American Indian Veterans                              Group Legislation

 9 / 17



Johnson, Herseth Sandlin Introduce American Indian Veterans Group Legislation

Washington,                              DC – 
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U.S.                              Senator Tim Johnson (D-SD) and Congresswoman Stephanie                              Herseth Sandlin (D-SD) today introduced legislation                              in the Senate and House of Representatives to grant                              the National American Indian Veterans, Inc. (NAIV)                              a federal charter, allowing the organization to serve                              as a voice for American Indian veterans before Congress                              and the Administration.
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"I                              want the National American Indian Veterans to have                              the same status as other national veterans’                              organizations,” said Johnson. "Native Americans                              have the highest per-capita rate of military service                              of any ethnic group in our country. That level of                              service and sacrifice merits the recognition of the                              federal government."
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“American                              Indians have bravely answered the call to duty, and,                              like other veterans, deserve an organization that                              recognizes their unique needs and contributions,”                              Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “By granting the                              National American Indian Veterans a federal charter,                              this legislation will help ensure this group of veterans                              receives benefits and services in a manner befitting                              their sacrifices.” 
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A                              federal charter does not grant any special privileges,                              but will provide the NAIV the same status as other                              veterans’ organizations. Federally-chartered                              veterans' organizations often have members who testify                              before Congress and provide input to legislators.
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Johnson,                              who introduced a similar bill last Congress, is a                              member of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee and                              Chairman of the Military Construction/Veterans Affairs                              Appropriations Subcommittee. Herseth Sandlin, who                              also introduced similar legislation in the last Congress,                              is a member of the House Veterans Affairs committee                              and Chair of its Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity,                              as well as a member of the Natural Resources Committee,                              the committee with jurisdiction over Indian Affairs                              in the House of Representatives. They are both strong                              supporters of American Indian veterans.
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